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distinguished 
scholar

university 
summer interns

countries’ 
executives briefed

articles published 
in print and online

new video 
oral histories

students 
served

artifacts 
added

people reached 
through live programs 

people experienced 
4 exhibits

CHM’s Exponential Center is dedicated to capturing the 
legacy and advancing the future of entrepreneurship 
and innovation in Silicon Valley and around the world. 
The Center collects and shares the stories of tech 
founders and builders and iconic technology companies 
and explores how tech innovation ecosystems can ben-
efit humanity. Through timely and engaging initiatives, 
the Center informs and inspires current leaders and the 
next generation of changemakers.

Since launching in June 
2016, Exponential has 
become core to CHM’s 
ongoing growth and 
impact. It is:

An innovator for  
programming, content, 
curriculum, and  
traveling exhibits.

The focal point for 
collections on found-
ers, funders, and other 
ecosystem builders.

A leader for business, 
strategic, influencer, and 
next-generation audienc-
es, and critical for CHM’s 
expanded focus on global 
audiences.
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Here are a few highlights 
from the last six years:

“Exponential inspires  
by capturing the  
history and stories  
of achievement and 
innovation by so  
many of technology’s 
entrepreneurs and  
business leaders.”
L A R RY  S O N S I N I  
C H A I R ,  E X P O N E N T I A L  C E N T E R 
A DV I S O RY  B OA R D  A N D  S E N I O R 
A N D  F O U N D I N G  PA RT N E R ,  
W I L S O N  S O N S I N I  G O O D R I C H  
&  R O S AT I 
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The Exponential Center 
collects oral histories 
and artifacts from tech 
founders and builders 
to capture the innovative 
ecosystem that sup-
ports entrepreneurship. 
Together, these unique 
materials provide context 
and personal perspectives 
on the growth and devel-
opment of the innovative 
companies and people 
that changed the world.

From joint video oral his-
tory interviews of Yahoo! 
founders David Filo and 
Jerry Yang to documents, 
photographs, and even 
crayon drawings from 
Google founders Sergey 
Brin and Larry Page, the 
collections illuminate 
pivotal moments in entre-
preneurial history. 

More than 125 oral 
histories in the collection 
include: 

Intel founder Gordon 
Moore and Venture  
Capital Pioneer  
Arthur Rock

Infosys founder  
Narayana Murthy 

YouTube founder  
Steve Chen

Joanna Hoffman,  
original Apple Mac and  
NeXT team member

Marketing legend  
Regis McKenna 

Venture capitalists Peter 
Crisp (Venrock), Bill 
Draper (Sutter Hill), Pitch 
Johnson (Asset Manage-
ment), Dick Kramlich 
(NEA), and Don Valentine 
(Sequoia).

Oral histories of leaders 
in the venture investor 
community conducted by 
CHM currently number 
over 30. A collaboration 
with Venture Forward 
and the National Venture 
Capital Association led 
to the acquisition of 38 
additional oral histories 
from pioneering ven-
ture capitalists, such as 
Patricia Cloherty (Delta), 
Paul Ferri (Matrix), and 
David Marquardt (TVI). 
This effort stemmed from 
the Exponential Center’s 
Venture Capital Initiative, 
an ambitious program 
to capture and share 
the stories of pioneering 
venture capitalists and 
their partnerships with 
entrepreneurs from idea 
to IPO and beyond.
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• 
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•

“Here’s two kids, never 
had any entrepreneur 
experience, got the 
tiger by the tail.”
J E R RY  YA N G 
C O F O U N D E R ,  YA H O O ! 

COLLECTIONS & 
RESEARCH
Capturing the spirit of entrepreneurship in the history of iconic companies

https://computerhistory.org/press-releases/google-founders-collection-comes-to-computer-history-museum/?pressalias=google-founders-collection-comes-to-computer-history-museum
https://computerhistory.org/venture-capital-initiative/
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DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR

The Exponential Center’s 
distinguished scholar pro-
gram provides an oppor-
tunity for thought leaders 
to advance and share 
their work on critical top-
ics related to innovation 
and entrepreneurship.

Inaugural scholar Sebas-
tian Mallaby’s most recent 
book, The Power Law: 
Venture Capital and the 
Making of the New Future 
was published in 2022. He 
is the author of several 
books, including the best-
selling More Money Than 
God, a former Financial 
Times contributing editor 
and two-time Pulitzer 
Prize finalist as well as 
the Paul A. Volcker Senior 
Fellow for International 
Economics at the Council 
on Foreign Relations. 

COLLECTIONS & 
RESEARCH
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The Exponential Center 
hosts live programs, 
private roundtables, 
government and business 
briefings, conferences, 
and signature events that 
bring entrepreneurial 
stories to life. Exponential 
events engage audi-
ences—in-person and via 
livestream—with pro-
vocative questions related 
to how technology and en-
trepreneurship can serve 
humanity. 

Examples of topics and 
guests from over 50 
events include:

Alpha Girls, a panel fea-
turing the stars of Award-
winning journalist Julian 
Guthrie’s book on women 
venture capitalists.

 iPhone 360, a series of 
events on the origins 
and impact of the iconic 
device, featuring rare 
interviews with engineers 
and designers and analy-
sis by experts in business, 
economics, law, and 
sociology.

Look Who’s Driving, a 
partnership with NOVA, 
featuring autonomous 
driving entrepreneurs and 
engineers.

Trillion Dollar Coach, 
featuring Google’s Eric 
Schmidt and others on 
how beloved Silicon Valley 
mentor Bill Campbell 
changed their lives.

Exponential Storytelling
Engaging content from 
Exponential Center 
programming is shared 
with a variety of audiences 
across different mediums. 

Post-event recap blogs 
and full videos are avail-
able on CHM’s website 
and YouTube channel, 
and content is used to 
develop online resources, 
like stories and playlists, 
and enrich educational 
curriculum. For example, 
as part of the Center’s 
Women in Tech Initiative, 
Women’s Work explores 
the state of women in 
tech—past, present, 
and into the future—in a 
series of short videos and 
discussion guides. Past 
Exponential events have 
aired on KQED’s public 
television. Exponential 
has also contributed 
articles to CHM’s annual 
publication, CORE.

“I remember sitting 
with Steve at lunch one 
time and we were both 
using our phones ... 
and Steve said do you 
think we could take 
that demo we’re doing 
with the tablet and 
multi-touch and shrink 
it down to something 
big enough or small 
enough to fit in your 
pocket?”
S C OT T  F O R S TA L L  
F O R M E R  S V P  I O S  S O F T WA R E , 
A P P L E 

CONVERSATIONS & 
STORIES
Convening opportunities for thoughtful dialogue to promote a better future
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https://computerhistory.org/blog/play-like-a-girl-how-women-investors-succeed-in-silicon-valley/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/computing-in-your-pocket-the-prehistory-of-the-iphone-in-silicon-valley/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/not-just-for-calling-anymore-the-social-impact-of-the-iphone-revolution/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/creating-magic-a-conversation-with-original-iphone-engineers-software-team-lead-scott-forstall/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/computing-for-the-whole-world-a-conversation-with-ipod-iphone-inventor-tony-fadell/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/10-years-old-and-1-2-billion-sold-the-business-of-iphone/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5MPW5au3TM
https://computerhistory.org/blog/players-take-the-field-silicon-valley-leaders-share-how-coach-bill-campbell-helped-them-succeed/
https://computerhistory.org/women-in-tech-initiative/
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From an international 
business model com-
petition for university 
students to workshops for 
executives, Exponential’s 
educational programs 
provide learners with 
timely and relevant 
insights grounded in his-
torical context. Curricu-
lum is tailored for each 
group and may include 
lectures, projects, and 
guided tours. 
 

Using documentary 
artifacts like original 
business plans and video 
clips from oral histories of 
key founders and builders, 
workshops guide learners 
through explorations of 
the Silicon Valley ecosys-
tem, analyses of iconic 
companies, and in-depth 
explorations of entrepre-
neurship and innovation in 
Silicon Valley and around 
the world. Students come 
from many countries, 
including Brazil, China, 
Russia, and Sweden.

Partnerships provide 
opportunities to expand 
audiences and deepen en-
gagement. For example, 
the Center teamed up 
with award-winning Kikim 
Media as the educational 
partner for Silicon Val-
ley: The Untold Story, a 
documentary that aired 
on Discovery’s Science 
Channel in March 2018. 
The Exponential Center’s 
curriculum explores the 
concepts of innovation 
and entrepreneurship 
through design thinking, 
research, and collabora-
tive activities for grades 
7–12 and university 
students.

Internships
The Exponential Cen-
ter runs a competitive, 
paid summer internship 
program for undergradu-
ate students. Interns 
from around the country 
have conducted research, 
helped lay the foundation 
for events, educational 
materials, and oral history 
interviews, and undertak-
en special projects. The 
2019 interns, for example, 
designed entrepreneurial 
activities for the CHM 
Teen Takeover event and 
engaged with families and 
children at their popular 
station.

EDUCATION & 
ENRICHMENT
Sharing insights to inform future changemakers

“Our partnership with 
the Exponential Center 
paid so many dividends 
and allowed us to ac-
complish our goals to 
educate and inspire our 
student entrepre-
neur participants. We 
couldn’t be happier 
with the outcome.”
J E F F  B R OW N  
D I R E C TO R ,  I N T E R N AT I O N A L 
B U S I N E S S  M O D E L  C O M P E T I T I O N 

https://computerhistory.org/colleges-universities/
https://computerhistory.org/exponential-center-educational-resources/#untold%20story
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To share content gener-
ated from programming 
and research with the 
public, the Exponential 
Center develops exhibits 
with companion content 
and resources for educa-
tors. The Center created 
CHM’s first-ever traveling 
exhibit prototype, UpStart: 
Silicon Valley and Kansas 
City Startup Stories, which 
showed in both locations. 
The exhibit focused on 
exploring the ecosystems 
that support tech entre-
preneurship. (UpStart 
was made possible by a 
generous grant from the 
Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation.)

In addition to UpStart, the 
Center developed and in-
stalled three wall exhibits 
in the main lobby of CHM:

The Trillion Dollar Start-
up, on Fairchild Semi-
conductor and the family 
tree of Silicon Valley tech 
companies. 

One Device that Changes 
Everything, on the origins 
and impact of the iPhone. 
This was just one part of 
a multidisciplinary project 
that integrated collec-
tions, events, and content 
to examine the past, pres-
ent, and future impact of 
the iconic device.

One Word, featuring 
advice from Silicon Valley 
founders and builders. 
In addition to the wall 
exhibit, the One Word 
project includes two 
interactives and a print 
publication as well as 
educational resources. 
The multiformat project 
aims to inspire and moti-
vate people to think about 
what it takes to start and 
build a company. (One 
Word was made possible 
by the generous support 
of the Patrick J. McGovern 
Foundation.)

Exponential Tours
Special tours through 
CHM’s signature exhibit, 
Revolution: The First 2000 
Years of Computing, and 
a scavenger hunt focus 
on artifacts that illustrate 
Exponential topics. These 
include the history of tech 
innovation and entrepre-
neurship and the develop-
ment of the Silicon Valley 
ecosystem. Artifacts 
and displays include, for 
example, the Xerox Alto 
and the culture of Xerox 
PARC; the original Apple 
designed in the Jobs’ ga-
rage; the prototype of the 
PalmPilot, made from a 
block of wood; an original 
Google server; a display 
of notable Silicon Valley 
failures from the dot.com 
bust of the early 2000s.

“Thank you for the 
incredible story-telling 
you’ve done about this 
point in time in Kansas 
City history…10 years 
from now I’d like to 
look back and see what 
all this has spawned.”
DA R C Y  H OW E 
F O U N D E R  A N D  M A N A G I N G 
D I R E C TO R ,  K C R I S E  F U N D 

EXHIBITS & 
EXPERIENCES
Sharing the past to understand the present and illuminate the future 
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https://computerhistory.org/upstart/
https://computerhistory.org/upstart/
https://computerhistory.org/upstart/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/fairchild-and-the-fairchildren/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/fairchild-and-the-fairchildren/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/new-iphone-exhibit-celebrates-the-one-device-that-changes-everything/
https://computerhistory.org/blog/new-iphone-exhibit-celebrates-the-one-device-that-changes-everything/
https://computerhistory.org/exhibits/one-word/
https://computerhistory.org/one-word-lessons/
https://computerhistory.org/adult-learners-tours/
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Exponential Possibilities
From the first day of its 
launch, the Exponen-
tial Center has inspired 
people everywhere to 
explore what it means to 
turn ideas into products 
and businesses that have 
the potential to change 
the world. The Center’s 
unique focus among 
museums also attracted a 
new and diversified port-
folio of funding sources. 

Looking forward, the 
Exponential Center will 
continue to build on the 
solid foundation it has es-
tablished over the last six 
years to advance CHM’s 
visibility and impact. 
A strong team, smart 
strategy, and a growing 
network ensure that it is 
well-positioned to make 
critical contributions to 
CHM’s vision of technol-
ogy in service to humanity. 

LEADERSHIP

Exponential Center leaders 
and supporters are pioneers 
at the intersection of innova-
tion and entrepreneurship.

Dan’l Lewin 
CHM President and CEO

Marguerite Gong Hancock, 
Vice President of Innovation 
& Programming and Director, 
Exponential Center  

ADVISORY BOARD EMERITUS

Larry Sonsini (Chair)  
Senior and Founding Partner, 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati

Irwin Federman  
General Partner, US Venture 
Partners

Kenneth Goldman  
President, Hillspire

Diane Greene 
Former CEO, Google Cloud 
and Cofounder, VMware

Charles A. Holloway  
Emeritus Professor, Stanford 
Graduate School of Business

Floyd Kvamme  
Partner Emeritus, KPCB

Dave Martin  
Founder and Managing  
Director, 280 Capital Partners

Regis McKenna 
Founder, Regis McKenna

Gary Morgenthaler 
Partner, Morgenthaler

Ray Rothrock  
Executive Chair, RedSeal and 
former partner Venrock

Steve Smith  
Trustee, Computer History 
Museum and former Senior 
Advisor, Arma Partners

Daniel Warmenhoven 
Former Executive Chairman, 
NetApp

MAJOR SUPPORTERS 

Paul R. Daugherty

John and Ann Doerr

Phyllis and Bill Draper

Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation

Irwin and Concepcion  
Federman

Tom and Carolyn Friel

Margo and Bill Harding

Anonymous

Franklin P. “Pitch” and  
Catherine H. Johnson

Mark and Debra Leslie

Regis and Dianne McKenna

Gary and Eileen Morgenthaler 

Patrick J. McGovern  
Foundation

Pavey Family

Rich and Susan Redelfs

Meredith and Ray Rothrock

Scott and Jennifer Sandell

Larry Sonsini

The Newhall Family

The Wilson Sonsini Goodrich 
& Rosati Foundation

The Stephen S. Smith & 
Paula K. Smith Family  
Foundation

Daniel and Charmaine  
Warmenhoven

Laurie Yoler and Ben LeNail

LEADERSHIP & 
SUPPORT


